TOWARDS  A   SOCIALIST  SOCIETY
the root-cause of the misery of the have-nots."x Saint-Simonism,
however, has nothing of the class war; time after time, on the
contrary, its exponents insist that it " could only work through
persuasion and proof." a Saint-Simonists, like their master, do
not stop short at material changes. The social problem is at
bottom a moral problem; the new society can only be estab-
lished by and founded on men who have lost, through new
education and religion, that natural individualism or selfishness
which lie at the root of our present evils. Instead, however, of
finding this new religion in the inadequate Christian morality
which Saint-Simon expounded in Le Nouveau Christianlsme^
they turned Saint-Simonism itself into a religion of which
Saint-Simon was the messiah, Christianity being really too in-
effective owing to its " neglect of the material setting of human
existence." 3 The absurdities into which intelligent men and
women were led by these foolish exaggerations form one of the
most humorous and at times pathetic chapters in the history of
human delusions.4
To go back for one moment. The Revolution of 1830, with
the new hopes it raised, threw Saint-Simonism for a while
into the study of immediate political problems, and it re-entered
the field of daily journalism by its purchase of the ex-Liberal
Globe. Under the editorship of Pierre Leroux it carried on for
some months. Saint-Simonist criticism of the present order
proclaimed the need for completing the destruction of the
ancien regime, which was based on " man's right to live at the
expense of his fellow-men," and which had been left standing
by blind economists who could see only problems of supply
and demand—an economic law that must be abolished by the
1	" Les changements dans les m<£thodes d'exploitation du globe terrestre
entrainent des changements correspondants dans les formes de gouvernement "
(Exposition, p. 18).
2	Ibid., p. 482.
3	" La doctrine de Saint-Simon doit produire sur 1'humanite tout entiere
une renovation semblable a celle qui a etc opere*e sur quelques peuples par le
Christianisme " (Ibid., p. 368).
4	There are numerous accounts of Saint-Simonist rituals, the excesses into
which they fell, and the trial for immorality to which these led. See, inter
alia, Louis Blanc, Histoire de Dix Am, iii., pp. 350, 599.
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